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Dates to Remember
Monday, June 4 

No School for Students 
Kennywood Picnic 

Act 80 Day

Thursday, June 7 
Last Day of School 

Early Dismissals in All Buildings

Friday, June 8 
Commencement 

7 p.m. 
South Park High School 

Gymnasium

Last Day of School is Thursday, June 7
The last day of school for South Park students will be Thursday, 
June 7, 2018. There will be early dismissals in all district 
buildings.

Students at South Park High School will be dismissed at  
11 a.m.

Students at South Park Middle School will be dismissed at 
11:30 a.m.

Students at South Park Elementary Center will be dismissed 
at 12 noon.

Breakfast will be served on June 7. Lunch will not be served.

Students in morning kindergarten will be dismissed at the usual time. The last day of school for 
students in afternoon kindergarten will be Wednesday, June 6.

Third through Eleventh Graders  
to Keep Chromebooks this Summer

Like last year, students in third through eleventh grades will keep their Chromebooks over 
summer vacation.

If your child’s Chromebook needs to be repaired at any time this summer, please bring it 
to the South Park High School office from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Mondays through Thursdays. 
Chromebooks will be repaired throughout the summer by the South Park School District 
technology staff. You will receive a call when your child’s Chromebook is available to be picked 
up. Chromebooks dropped off after August 2 are not guaranteed to be repaired by the first day.

Information about Chromebook insurance for the 2018-2019 school year will be shared with 
families later this summer.

Eagles Soar at PIAA Track & Field Championship
Four South Park High School students were medalists at 
last week’s PIAA Track and Field Championship.

Senior Sam Hartman finished second in 110m hurdles 
and seventh in 300m hurdles.

Junior Maura Huwalt was the state champion in discus. 
Maura  finished third in shot put and seventh in javelin. 

Freshman Maddie Raymond finished fifth in the 100m 
dash and seventh in the 200m dash.

Senior Marco Maffeo was the state champion in triple jump.

Lady Eagles to Play 
in WPIAL Softball 

Championship Game
The South Park Lady Eagles will 
play today in the WPIAL softball 
championship game. The game 
is at 2:15 p.m. at Seton Hill 
University.

Go Lady Eagles!

STAY CONNECTED 
WITH SPSD  

ALL SUMMER

VISIT SPARKSD.ORG 
FOR IMPORTANT DATES 

& BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
INFORMATION

http://sparksd.org
mailto:communications%40sparksd.org?subject=
http://facebook.com/SouthParkSchools
http://facebook.com/SouthParkSchools
http://twitter.com/SPSDInfo
http://instagram.com/SouthParkSchoolDistrict
http://twitter.com/SPSDInfo
http://instagram.com/SouthParkSchoolDistrict
http://sparksd.org
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Congratulations to the 
following students for being 
chosen by the School Wide 
Positive Behavior Team at 
South Park High School as 
Students of the Month.

Academics 
Gannon Gray

 
Athletics 

Sam Hartman
 

Creativity 
Andrew Campbell

Leadership 
Cassie Klocek

 
Politeness 
Corey Och

 
School Spirit 

Jake Robertshaw

South Park 
High School 

Students  
of the Month

Middle School Students Recognized  
as Patriot’s Pen Winners

South Park Middle School students Livia Mazzarella and 
Faith Newell were district-level winners of the Patriot’s 
Pen essay contest. Eighth grade student Livia Mazzarella 
won second place and sixth grade student Faith Newell 
won third place. 

The theme of this year’s essay was “America’s Gift to My 
Generation.” Students from across Allegheny County 
submitted essays. 

Livia and Faith were recognized on May 21 at West View 
Post 2754 and Auxiliary.

SPEC Students Participate in Math Competition
Third and fourth grade gifted students competed at the Calcu-Solve competition at Brentwood 
High School on Wednesday, May 16. Students worked in groups and individually to solve math 
problems.

Lillian Pritts came in ninth place out of 160 total students.

High School Concert Band and Choir Perform  
at Music in the Parks Festival

The South Park High School concert band and concert 
choir participated in the Music in the Parks Festival on 
May 25 and 26 in Ohio. The students performed in an 
adjudicated setting on Friday night and were scored by 
two judges.

On Saturday, the students enjoyed a day at Cedar Point 
and attended an awards ceremony.

Both the band and choir received “excellent” ratings 
for their performances. Freshman Brooke Hamilton 
received a special award for outstanding student 
accompanist for her work accompanying the concert 
choir on one of its selections.

The students did a great job representing South Park.

South Park Students 
Win Steel Center 

Extra Effort Awards
Every quarter, Steel Center for 
Career and Technical Education 
recognizes students who 
demonstrate outstanding 
attitude, work ethic, attendance 
and dependability. Instructors 
choose students to receive the 
Extra Effort Award.

The  following students recently 
won the Extra Effort Award:

Jonathan Blackburn
Building Trades

Paige Schwartzbauer
Health Assistant

Summer Durham
Baking
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South Park Middle 
School student Nicolas 
Bove participated in 
the PMEA District 1 
Elementary Band Festival 
held on May 11 and 12 at 
South Fayette High School. 
The festival was conducted 
by world-renowned 
composer and director Brian 
Balmages.  He currently 
performs and directs around 
the world and serves as the 
Director of Instrumental 
Publications for the FJH 
Music Company, Inc. 

Nicolas was selected 
to participate in the 
festival alongside fifth 
and sixth grade students 
from Allegheny, Fayette, 
Greene, Washington, 
and Westmoreland 
counties. Congratulations,  
Nicolas!

Middle School 
Student 

Performs at 
District Band 

Festival

Third Grade Students Visit  
Oliver Miller Homestead

Civil War Lesson Culminates with Classroom Visit
Students in Mrs. Baldigowski’s sixth grade social 
studies classes have been studying the Civil War 
for the past month. On Monday, May 14, the 
students welcomed Mr. Tim Neff from Soldiers 
and Sailors Memorial Hall & Museum for a 
presentation of Civil War artifacts and information. 

This classroom “field trip” was made possible 
by a McDonald’s Corporation grant that Mrs. 
Baldigowski received earlier this year.

High School Students Named Art Show Winners
The South Park High School Art Show was 
held at the South Park Township Library 
on Thursday, May 3. 

Congratulations to the following winners:

First Place- Miranda Scanlon
Second Place- Kayla Lukitsch
Third Place- Julia McDaniel
Honorable Mention- Maecy Rademacher
Honorable Mention- Maddy Serbak

Guitar Donated to Middle School Jazz Band
Thanks to a donation from the Sonny Pugar Memorial, Inc. “Music Smiles” 
foundation, the middle school jazz band now has a new electric guitar and amp. 

Mr. Mark Jacques, who donated the guitar and amp, and his guitar teacher, Mr. 
Ian Arthurs, played a few songs for the middle school music students as part of 
the donation presentation. 

South Park Elementary Center third grade students got to go back in time when they visited 
Oliver Miller Homestead in South Park on Monday, May 21.



Eagle Eye E-Newsletter Page 4

South Park Students’ Bot Advances to National Finals
Starting in early September 2017, 
students from South Park High 
School’s Applied Engineering and 
Technology Education pathways 
began weekly after-school meetings 
to brainstorm ideas and to create 
preliminary sketches of what would 
become this year’s entry into 
the Southwestern Pennsylvania 
BotsIQ Robotics and Engineering 
Competition. Under the guidance of 
high school instructors Dave Bailey 
and Ryan Siniawski, the team spent 
the last eight months fundraising, designing and machining a 
fifteen pound “bot” named “EagleOne” which would compete 
in a gladiator-style competition against other high schools.  At 
the state finals competition, out of a field of 84 teams, 
South Park finished in fifth place in battle, second place in 
documentation and second place as overall grand champion. 
During the national finals, the team finished tied for 17th. The 
entire process allowed the team members to develop technical 
skills in mechanical and electrical engineering and machining 
as well as 21st century skills in critical thinking, project 
management, communication and teamwork.

This year, the team was comprised of captain Cally Fleming, 
core members Eric Carr, Aaron Peremba and Scott Bracker and 
supporting members Josh Bennett, Alysa Hoellein, Cathryn 
Holmes, Joe Irwin, Madeline Kinevy and Michael Mejalli. The 
industry sponsor for the competition was Dura-Metal Products 
Corporation in Irwin, PA.  Dura-Metal provides ultra-hard 
material fabrication services to customers in the aerospace, 
automotive, container, defense, electronics, food, glass, 
medical, metalworking, paper and steel industries. This season 
marked Dura-Metal’s sixth year of sponsorship of the South 
Park team in the form of knowledge, materials and precise 
machining. Their gracious material donation for the production 
of EagleOne’s frame, as well as the labor for its production, 
were worth in excess of $20,000. Jim McDowell, the team’s 
industry advisor from Dura-Metal, provided students with a 
tour of Dura-Metal’s state-of-the-art facility and was in contact 
throughout the process to analyze and discuss design changes, 
machining allowances and technical assistance.  
Team captain Cally Fleming spent more than 150 hours 
researching and choosing the internal drive and weapon 
components for the bot and designing the complex aluminum 
and titanium frame around them.  

“The most difficult part [of the design process] was trying 
to think of every variable and potential problem,” Fleming 
said. “It wasn’t a ‘cut-and-dry’ problem with one solution. It 
took months of research and several design revisions to be 
comfortable with all of our decisions.”

Core members Eric Carr and 
Aaron Peremba then took the 
3-D modeled parts that Fleming 
created, modified the tolerances to 
ensure proper fit and sent detailed 
technical drawings to industry 
partner Dura-Metal for precision 
machining. Scott Bracker was in 
charge of wiring and soldering the 
electrical components within the 
robot, ensuring that they would 
work together and hold up in the 
brutal competition. The supporting 

members helped the core team to design, 3D print and CNC 
machine components; assemble the finalized parts and 
create the 200-page engineering documentation binder to 
accompany the robot.  

In addition to 
the primary 
machining and 
frame of the 
robot, South 
Park acquired 
other sponsors 
and raised funds 
to purchase 
the $2,000 in 
electronic components and promotional materials. Through 
donation letters and phone calls, the team secured $250 
from Chevron, $500 from Terrance Trucking and $2,000 from 
the Gene Haas Foundation. In goods, the team received 
promotional t-shirts from Model Apparel, screen printing 
and promotional advertising materials from XPS Technology, 
titanium welding services from Gray Welding and last-minute 
machining from Donatelli Machining. Jim Campbell from Tekin 
R/C Components also gave the team a discount of 60% off its 
electronic weapon components and technical support over 
the phone. This donation saved the team more than $800. 
The team would like to thank each of these sponsors for their 
generous support.

At the preliminary competition at the Westmoreland County 
Community College in March, the team placed ninth out of 
a field of 29 teams. The event helped them to work out all of 
the technical issues, develop both offensive and defensive 
driving strategies and redesign flaws to better their chances 
in the upcoming finals. Their effort was good enough to earn 
a first round bye for seeding in the final competition. Finals 
were held on April 13 and 14 at the California University of 
Pennsylvania Convocation Center. The team had success in the 
ring but more so in the technical documentation. 

(Continued on next page)
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BotsIQ Competition (Continued)
“We began work on the technical documentation and ‘blue-
prints’ for industry in Mr. Siniawski’s Engineering Design and 
Development course at the end of October,” said Peremba. “It 
was an experience that really enriched and expanded upon 
what we have done with parametric modeling since our 
courses in middle school.  The BotsIQ process put an awesome 
capstone on our high school engineering career, and we are 
really proud of our final design portfolio and the success we 
had at Cal U.” 

The buildup to the finals competition and again for nationals 
was stressful but paid off in big ways for the team captain. 

“Bots has hands-down been the most trying project that I have 
ever been a part of, but it has helped teach me to overcome 
adversity, allowed me to grow as a person and helped me to 
develop many of the problem-solving and hands-on skills 
that I will need as a future technology education teacher,” said 
Fleming.

Fleming was awarded the sole $1,000 scholarship from the 
National Tool and Machining Foundation at the awards 
ceremony as well as a $20,000 scholarship directly from 
California University of Pennsylvania for her leadership role on 
the team. Her essays beat out those of applicants from more 
than 100 school districts and were chosen because of her 
dedication to the advancement of girls in STEM-related fields 
with a chosen career path in technology education.

The BotsIQ competition provided these students with a 
unique, hands-on experience that allowed them to discover 
the possibilities of a career in the manufacturing sector 
and other science, technology, engineering and math 
fields. Designing, building and testing a bot is a real-world, 
professional manufacturing experience these students will 
never forget.

Students Explore Careers in Technology

On Friday, May 11, eleven eighth grade students had the chance to experience some unique 
career opportunities at Steel Center’s FIT (Futures in Technology) Day. The group experienced 
several non-traditional careers they may not have considered.

The students along with Mr. Whittington went to several sessions and participated in hands-on 
activities in building trades, HVAC, protective services, diesel mechanics, collision repair, health 
assisting and cosmetology. 

Graduation 
2018

Despite our efforts to host 
Commencement at Eagle 
Stadium, the final phases 
of the project will not 
be completed in time to 
make it feasible. Therefore, 
Commencement will be held 
on Friday, June 8 at 7 p.m. in 
the South Park High School 
gymnasium. Doors open at 
6:30 p.m.

Each family will receive six 
tickets for admittance into 
the gymnasium. Misplaced 
tickets will not be replaced.

Overflow seating will be in 
the auditorium. Graduates 
will process through 
the auditorium, and the 
ceremony will be streamed 
live.
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South Park School District
2005 Eagle Ridge Drive 
South Park, PA 15129

(412) 655-3111

S t r e n g t h e n i n g  m i n d s . 
P o w e r i n g  f u t u r e s .

The South Park School District’s 
mission is to provide an educational 

atmosphere where all students 
have opportunities to discover 

their talents, develop their abilities 
and achieve the expectations 
embedded in our educational 

program to become responsible 
and productive members of society.

John Innocenti
 President     

Frank Wentzel
Vice President    

 
Mary Arrigo 

Treasurer

Lorraine Blackburn

David E. Palmer

Wayne Perry

Nicholas Rudolph

Patrick Sable

Norman Solomon

Board of Directors

The South Park School District does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, age, sex, disability or 
any other legally protected classification 

in its education programs, activities or 
employment practices. Announcement 

of this policy is in accordance with 
state and federal laws including Title 
IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title 

IX of the Educational Amendments 
of 1972, Sections 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age 

Discrimination Act of 1975, the  
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 

and the Pennsylvania Human  
Relations Act.

Eighth Graders Make Trip to Washington, D.C.

The South Park eighth grade class recently returned from an educational and exciting weekend 
exploring Washington, D.C.

While there, they had the opportunity to visit national monuments and historical sites. They also 
got to take an inside tour of the White House.

Students also participated in a wreath laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. To 
see a video from the ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery, click here.

Art Show Highlights Technology in Art
The fourth annual South Park Elementary Center art show was held on Thursday, May 24. This 
year’s show, Technology in Art, highlighted students’ art projects from throughout the school 
year.

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/videos/1863574343706186/

